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Preface 

  

First of all, citing the presence of Almighty God, Andalas Journal of International Studies 

(AJIS) presents the Third Volume, No. 1, May 2014. Our goal in published this journal is to 

disseminate the results of the researchers’ works with various topics and approaches in order 

to contribute to the development of International Studies both theoretically and practically.  

Entering the third year of the publication of this journal, we are grateful and appreciate the 

interest and delivery of incoming papers. At this volume, there are five papers which is a 

major theme in volume 3 number 1 is more emphasis on policy issues, especially issues 

related to the Chinese government's policy in dealing with disputes such as that written by 

Kevin Ramadan Sandy, entitled Solving the South China Sea Crisis: A Recommendation for 

Indonesia and by Trio Sirmareza by lifting the title Popular Nationalism in Chinese Foreign 

Policy towards Japan in the Senkaku/Diaoyu Islands Dispute. 

In the next paper, Maksum Ali elaborated on The Free Press in Indonesia as Human Security: 

A Preliminary Analysis. Then Sofia Trisni entitled bythe performance of the Free Aceh 

Movement (GAM) as a Ruling Government 2007-2012. And the last written by Muhammad 

Syaban with title Disaster Governance in South-East Asia. 

With the biggest gratitude, we would also like to thank the editorial board, who has worked 

hard in the preparation of these papers, so in the end it can come up to be a printed journal. 

 

       

         Editorial Team  
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The Free Press in Indonesia as Human Security?: A Preliminary Analysis 

Ali Maksum 

 

 

Abstract 

This paper discusses human security in the context of media threat towards the society in 

Indonesia. Specifically this paper seeks to explain the development of media liberalization in 

Indonesia and the impact on civil rights in obtaining the truth information and the quest for 

true and reliable information. The increasing number of top businessmen owning media 

companies, following political and economic liberalization has been one of the most 

important phenomena over the past few years. The acquisition of media companies by 

businessman and politicians will influence indirectly the content of news reports. Finally, 

some radical groups have taken advantage of the free press policy to infiltrate Indonesian 

moderate Muslim society. Overall, media have failed to show their responsibility and seem to 

be far from the ethics because they are owned by businessmen, politicians and interest 

groups. 

 

Key Words: media, businessman, politics, interest, civil rights. 

 

Introduction 

 

Indonesia’s reformasi (reformation) in 

1998 definitely became a momentum of 

Indonesian political transformation after 

more than three decades under the rule of 

Suharto’s New Order and his military 

regime. That era was followed by the 

implementation of regional autonomy 

programs which give regional parliaments 

and governments more authority to 

organize local politics. It also entailed that 

people can control and express directly 

their interests including their human 

security concerns to government in district 

levels (below the provincial levels) (Eby 

Hara 2007). In this context, 

democratization gives opportunity to 

people without exception to define their 

interest and “security” during Suharto 

administration. The liberalization of media 

and information became urgent because 

under Suharto regime, Indonesian people 

were deprived from their rights to obtain 

the trustworthy and reliable information. 

After the fall of Suharto in 1998, political 

and subsequently media environment in 

Indonesia changed from authoritarian and 

strong state control to the current situation 

which is characterized by liberalization, a 

highly competitive market, and a 

significant decrease of state intervention 

(Hakim 2008). BJ Habibie, who became 

president after Suharto’s  resignation 

enacted “Undang-Undang Kebebasan 
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Media UU No. 40/1999” or media 

liberation act with the approval of People 

House of Representatives (DPR). 

Nevertheless, almost ten years after the 

reformasi, the role of the media has been 

transformed because the media have been 

“occupied” by politicians in order to 

broadcast their own political agendas. 

After the first general election in 1999, 

media industries began to be more market 

oriented. It peaked in 2009 when “the 

majority of Indonesian journalists got a 

greater interest in covering political issues, 

particularly an obsession with the political 

manoeuvres of the ex-generals during the 

2009 election” (Sebastian and Iisgindarsah 

2011). Besides, the media have missed 

their ethics namely to “educate” people, 

give responsible information, independent 

and far from political interest. In reality 

the media have exploited people’s emotion 

in order to gain profits. Then, in the open 

era, Indonesian Islamic society was also 

threatened by Islamic fundamentalism. 

Some radical groups have taken advantage 

of the free press era in order to preach 

Islamic radicalism through some 

publications. Thus, where is the truth? 

Where is the responsibility of the 

media?   Although the people have voices 

to oppose some issues, the media industry 

has been “occupied” by interest groups 

and some tycoons whose build 

collaboration with political parties. We 

believe that the people’s rights have been 

threatened by some selfish political 

practitioners and opportunist media 

entrepreneurs. 

This paper discusses human security in the 

context of media threat towards the society 

in Indonesia. The “manipulation” of media 

indicate that “the process of 

democratisation in Indonesia is far from 

complete; and although the basic contours 

of its constitutional order are beginning to 

emerge, neither the relative powers of the 

legislative and executive branches, nor 

their combined ability to govern have been 

established (Schneier 2009, 295). That is 

why the civil rights which consists in 

getting true information is part of human 

security. 

 

Media in Human Security Perspective 

 

One of the major trends in the study of 

contemporary International Relations is 

the shift from a state-centred paradigm to a 

broader analysis taking into account the 

increasing role of non state actors. Security 

studies as well are not just in term of state 

per se, but the study of threats towards 

people’s rights and political 

marginalization can also be defined as part 
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of security. Scholars have 

conceptualized human security in various 

definitions and aspects. Taylor Owen 

(2004) argues that “by refocusing our 

attention on the issues affecting the most 

people, human security gives political 

voice to the otherwise politically 

marginalized.” Specifically, according to 

Taylor Owen human security is the 

protection of the vital core of all human 

lives from critical and pervasive 

environmental, economic, food, health, 

personal and political threats (2004, 383). 

Meanwhile, according to Edward Newman 

(2001) “human security is ‘freedom from 

want’ and ‘freedom from fear’: positive 

and negative freedoms and rights. Human 

Security is a normative, ethical movement 

and it also rests upon self-interested 

empirical reason.” 

 

In the context of socio-political life, 

human security is very connected to the 

basic rights of the citizens and the impact 

of the government’s public policies 

towards social life. Not surprisingly “The 

literature on these subjects is rich not only 

in analysis of particular problems and 

causes, but also in implications for public 

policy (Hampson 2008, 230). At times, 

this will mean that human security should 

operate less as a policy agenda within 

existing political structures and discourses 

than as a radical critique of those practices 

(Bellamy and McDonald 2002, 376). 

 

Whereas, Kanti Bajpai (2000) explicitly 

highlights that security is symbolized by 

the protection from the threat of disease, 

hunger, unemployment, crime, social 

conflict, political repression, and 

environmental hazards. Simply, in treating 

human security as a policy agenda, most 

criticisms of this approach have 

departed from the way security is 

constituted and operates in the 

international system: they necessarily 

obscure the political nature of security 

(2000, 283). Thus, McDonald (2002) 

suggested that researchers have to turn 

against government’s policy 

implementation and its impact towards 

human security. McDonald also pointed 

out that “one of alternative security policy 

agendas is competing for policymakers’ 

attention, and subsequent implementation“ 

(2002, 284). 

 

Once policy makers have been targeted, 

the challenge for analysts addressing 

prescriptive approaches to security is to 

outline why a particular discourse is 

consistent with the interests of that actor, 

and how that actor might go about 

implementing or “operationalising” that 

particular policy agenda (McDonald 2002, 
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284). It became clearer that some problems 

related to human security such as 

manipulation through media were a part of 

the impact of the government’s policy 

agenda. To be sure, McDonald suggests 

that “if a problem is a security threat, this 

will make it an issue of high political 

priority, and will mean that security 

mechanisms are used to address this threat. 

While   more nuanced traditional 

approaches to adjudicating between 

competing security agendas note the 

importance of context (for example in 

terms of varying perceptions among actors 

of the world and their place in it, the 

overall picture is still one of policy makers 

choosing definitions of security to which 

they will adhere (McDonald 2002, 285). 

 

In the case of media roles in Indonesia 

after years of reformasi, the agenda which 

consisted in liberating information and 

expression has been deviated into 

misleading practices. In order to protect 

people rights, Khagram et.al. (2003) 

recommends to implement “rights-based 

and risks-based administration and policy-

making focusing on citizenship rather than 

on business models of servicing customers 

will be more effective for achieving 

sustainable security and sustainable 

development.” In Indonesia the political 

voice of businessmen and interest groups 

has been “louder” than the people's voice. 

In these cases, the government should give 

priority to ‘state building and 

strengthening activities’ and not just 

exclusively or primarily to supporting non-

governmental organizations (2003, 306).  

 

A responsible media equally helps in 

socialization of people into citizenship, 

democratization of the state and political 

society, institutionalization of civic culture 

through unfettered flow of information, 

and rationalized use of power in social 

relations (Yadav2001). Furthermore, 

Yadav (2001) insisted that media should 

be more concerned by “perform vital tasks 

of informing, socializing, communicating 

and articulating the power of the public 

and preparing them for social 

transformation and good governance. It 

was common that during times leading up 

to or during conflict the media have a 

responsibility to inform the public in a way 

that allows them to make a rational 

judgement about the government’s actions. 

However, most of the rhetoric at these 

times tends to be propagandistic and 

combative in nature (Hutchinson 2008, 

35). 

 

William Hutchinson gave important 

suggestion regarding the role of the media 

during the conflict which potentially threat 
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to human security. William’s argument 

was urgent as a guide to media companies 

as well as to government apparatus in 

handling “news” in a democratic and 

liberal era. By quoting some experts in 

political media, William Hutchinson wrote 

that media or journalist should:  

 

“Avoid blaming people, or focusing only 

on the suffering of one group and ask 

questions that make uncover 

commonground. This approach was also 

promulgated by Chomsky (1994) who 

stated that there was a need for the media 

to propose peaceful choices and highlight 

the implications of war rather than just a 

binary propagandistic approach. As well as 

the approach which consists in presenting 

news, the integrity of journalists and media 

outlets reporting should be maintained. 

Some reporters such as Anderson (1993) 

believe that the ‘truth’ must be told despite 

the consequences, whilst others such as 

Bell (1998) argue that, whereas he was 

trained to believe in objective, balanced 

and dispassionate reporting, this is was no 

longer his opinion and adds that, apart 

from the ‘truth’, reporting should also be 

principled. The implication of his 

argument is that a subjective, moral angle 

should be included. Ward (1998) counters 

this view with one that states that reporters 

must not be moralising but dispassionate 

in the sense that preconceptions, interests, 

or passions must not bias their journalistic 

output” (Hutchinson 2008, 35). 

William’s statement indicated that media 

should be neutral whatever the condition 

and situation looks like. When we talk 

about political reformation and 

transformation movement, the role of 

university students is to be synonymous 

with “agent of change.” Hence, in the 

contemporary era we have to say that 

media is “agent of truth.” In doing so, it is 

difficult because “the communication 

industries have demonstrated how media 

corporations have helped to cultivate 

capitalist/consumerist ideology, legitimize 

governments or politics expedient to 

corporate interests and circumscribe the 

scope of deliberative, democratic 

participation (Shaw 2011, 251). Some 

cases are an empirical verification of that 

statement.   

The 9/11 attacks on the World Trade 

Centre in New York and on the Pentagon 

near Washington, DC for instance, were 

shocking global media events that 

dominated public attention and provoked 

reams of discourse, reflection, and writing. 

These media spectacles were intended to 

terrorize the US, to attack symbolic 

targets, and to unfold a terror spectacle 

Jihad against the West, as well as to 
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undermine the US dominance on the 

global economy. The World Trade Centre 

is an apt symbol of global capitalism in the 

heart of the New York financial district, 

while the Pentagon stands as an icon and 

centre of US military power (Kellner 2004, 

41). Many speculations regarding 9/11 

those who think that it is a direct 

consequence of the revival of Islamic 

Fundamentalism to those who assert that it 

was a conspiracy implemented by the U.S 

government itself. In his attempt to make a 

rational analysis, Douglas Kellner stated 

that “Osama bin Laden and various groups 

denominated al Qaeda have used 

spectacles of terror to promote their 

agenda in a media-saturated era and how 

two Bush administrations have also 

deployed terror spectacle to promote their 

geo-political ends” (Kellner 2004, 42). 

 

Douglas Kellner's statement is  also in 

keeping with Alyson Bailes’s argument 

that in such a situation businessmen may 

takeover or interfere into government's 

policy (Bailes 2008, 17). May be it has 

brought about so-called “affairs” between 

government and businessman to 

implement some projects such as those 

named “national project or development.” 

This may be quite rational because 

according to Alyson in EU’s case 

“business has taken over a further set of 

government functions, albeit at varying 

speeds in different parts of the West (and 

beyond), as a result of state policies of 

denationalisation, privatisation and 

opening domestic markets to full foreign 

competition (notably in the EU’s Single 

Market)” (Bailes 2008, 17). It means that 

in EU’s case the private sector has gone 

beyond the role it had formerly been 

given.  

 

Finally, Bailey emphasized that “business 

activity (including some things done by 

legitimate companies and not necessarily 

defined as illegal) can also be responsible 

for a number of threats to – and 

weaknesses in – societal security, whereby 

business actors damage each other, the 

interests of citizens, and the viability and 

authority of the state (Bailes 2008, 18). 

Thus, it became clearer that the case of 

media in Indonesia was correspondence in 

keeping with this theory. Because, the 

media liberalization has been departed and 

deviated from the original mandate of 

reformasi. The meaning and essence of 

liberalization and democracy has been 

transformed. The principle of Democracy 

which entails the importance of ethics and 

moral values has been corrupted by some 

“pragmatic groups” to obtain personal 

benefits. Consequently, the civil rights 

became marginalized and the “truth” has 
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been occupied by interest groups and 

entrepreneurs who collaborate with 

political activists. 

 

Media in Indonesia: from freedom of 

speech to media capitalization 

 

Soon after BJ Habibie became Indonesia's 

third president, he had been forced to take 

a strategic policy to handle economic crisis 

and settle some particular issues namely 

the Act on a free press. It was undeniable 

that Suharto’s restriction policy towards 

media in Indonesia was one of the political 

tools he resorted to in order to strengthen 

his own power. Suharto created the so-

called “Dwi Fungsi ABRI”or “Dual 

Function” as a guard and implementer of 

his regime policies. Through Dwi Fungsi 

ABRI, “the military claimed both a 

national defence role and a more pervasive 

mission of ensuring the political stability 

essential to economic development 

(Schneier 2009, 296). Moreover, Dwi 

Fungsi ABRI also legitimated by Suharto’s 

regime involved in “non-military fields – 

the legislature, bureaucracy, regional 

government, to name but a few – and also 

encouraged the repression of government 

critics, political parties, a free press and 

other vestiges of civil society” (2009, 

296).  

 

Under the New Order administration, the 

government only recognizes such media 

which committed to support Suharto’s 

policy. Among mass media recognized as 

“speaker” and under Suharto’s control are 

TVRI (Televisi Republik Indonesia, 

Television of Republic of Indonesia), RRI 

(Radio Republik Indonesia, Radio of 

Republic of Indonesia), Harian Kompas 

and Harian Suara Karya (Mallarangen 

2010). Conversely, those media who 

attempted to “criticize” or report the 

government’s weakness and incapability 

whether in regional or sub-regional would 

have been banned and arrested by the 

authorities. Among the national media 

which were repealed by New Order’s 

regime under the Indonesian Ministry of 

Information Act, No. 123/1994 

wereTempo, Editor and Detik (Latiefah 

2012). Moreover, some journalists would 

be arrested while reporting and releasing 

news which were seen as threat(s) to 

“national security.” Such a case occurred 

in 1996 against a journalist named Fuad 

Muhammad Syafruddin (Udin) of local 

media in Yogyakarta, Central Java, in the 

so-called Akhbar Bernas. Udin was 

arrested and murdered by military 

authority after his criticism towards 

military and New Order through his 

publication. Some analysts strongly 

alleged that Udin’s demise was under 
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intelligence and military operation 

(Muradi 2006, 90). 

 

Analysts confirmed that this was part of 

Suharto’s strategy to preserve his military 

power. David Hill pointed out that 

”immediately after the coup in October 

1,1965, Major General Suharto and his 

New Order which also declared by 

himself, started to restrict all the mass 

media in the country (Kompas 2011). 

According to Suharto the media restriction 

was enforced in order to permit the 

government to fight against the 

“communist threat” (Roosa 2008). 

Although the international situation 

changed after the end of the Cold War, 

Suharto still maintained communism as a 

national threat. This could be substantiated 

by the existence of a Commando for 

Security Operation and Order Restoration 

or Komando Operasi Pemulihan 

Keamanan dan Ketertiban (Komkamtib) 

which was established in 1965 and which 

lasted until the collapse of Suharto in 

1998, albeit the name has change to 

Coordination Bureau for Enhancement of 

National Stability or Badan Koordinasi 

Bantuan Pemantapan Stabilitas Nasional 

(Bakorstanas) (Roosa 2008, 14, 15). 

Under these agencies mass media were 

controlled and their publications which the 

government deemed to be threats were 

banned.  

 

However, reformasi which took place in 

May 1998 after a mass demonstration in 

Jakarta -the capital of Indonesia- brought 

about dramatic changes. As successor of 

Suharto after the resignation of the latter, 

Habibie was urged by Indonesian people 

to implement political action in various 

sectors as well as to enact the free press 

Act. This was  accomplished by BJ 

Habibie's administration in collaboration 

with People House of Representatives or 

Dewan Perwakilan Rakyat (DPR) in 1999 

after the issuing of a free media Act 

namely, UU No. 40/1999 as mentioned in 

early section. 

 

The rise of reformasi has transformed the 

social and political structures in Indonesia. 

Freedom of speech became a new political 

tradition in Indonesia. The spirit of 

reformasi paved a way for Indonesian 

people to entering a more liberal and open 

era. The reformasi era has stimulated the 

emergence of many publications such as 

magazines, tabloid and books without 

permission from the authorities as well as 

many new publishers which exploit 

“people’s emotion” and market demands 

(Zada 2011). Since then, the growth of 

mass media industry was very significant 
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and subsequently followed by the increase 

of the number of mass media companies.  

 

According to Amir Purba (2006) during 

the New Order era Suharto’s 

administration only approved 321 

applications for publication. On the 

Contrary, the reformasi brought about an 

increasing in number of approvals which 

was twice as much important as during the 

New Order or was more than doubled. 

This indicates that in the post reformasi 

the role of media increased in Indonesian 

democracy and political development. 

However, the function of mass media has 

been transformed because mass media are 

not only reporting, discussing or 

criticizing, but they were also  exploited 

by interest groups to gain political support 

in national election in 2009 (Sebastian and 

Iisgindarsah 2011, 30). Definitely, it was 

contradict with the vision of a free press 

put forward by the reformasi in 1998. The 

aim of the establishment of a free press 

was to accommodate people’s aspirations.  

However, this objective has undergone 

substantial change since some of the mass 

media were more profit-oriented. 

According to Amir Purba, the government 

did not have full authority to control the 

media (Purba 2006, 42). Consequently, the 

role of business practitioners has 

substantially increased so that “the content 

of mass media notably news were prone to 

be more pragmatic and not objective in 

order to gain financial benefits rather than 

to educate and give useful information to 

the people (2006: 43) . 

 

While observing the development ofmedia 

industry in Indonesia, one may denote a 

slight decrease. Mass media which act as a 

tool of expression in the democratic era 

have been transformed and occupied by 

mass media entrepreneurs and capitalists. 

The recent phenomena demonstrate that 

some of the owners of the media 

companies were “national top 

businessmen.” Among them some are 

affiliated with political party such as Surya 

Paloh, Hary Tanoesoedibjo, Bakrie family 

and others. Below is a non exhaustive list 

of popular businessmen and tycoons who 

“occupy” national mass-media.  
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The list of mass media in Indonesia under businessman control  
 

No

. 

Media Owners Affiliation 

1. TV: RCTI; Global TV; TPI 

Radio: Triajaya Network (6 

stations); ARH-Global; 

Radio Dangdut TPI; Women 

Radio 

Hary Tanoesoedibjo 

(MNC Group) 

 

 

Former member of Partai 

Nasdem. He currently 

moved to Partai Hanura 

after a disputes with Surya 

Paloh the owner of Media 

Group 

2. TV: Indosiar 

Radio: Elshinta (12 stations 

and collaborate with other 54 

stations) 

Anthoni Salim (Salim 

Group) 

 

 

Among the richest people 

and the owner of the largest 

food industry “Indofood 

Sukses Makmur” 

3. Radio: Sonora Group, 

Kompas 

Jacob Oetama 

(Kompas-Gramedia) 

The 39th richest people in 

Indonesia (Forbes 

Magazine) 

4. TV: SCTV Sariatmadja Family  The 33rd richest people in 

Indonesia 2007.  

6. TV: ANTV, TV One Anindya Bakrie (Bakrie 

Group) 

Bakri Group and Abu Rizal 

Bakrie the chairman of 

Partai Golkar 

7. TV: JTV Surabaya; Batam 

TV; Riau TV, Jawa Pos 

Dahlan Iskan (Jawa Pos 

Group) 

Minister of State-Owned 

Enterprises (BUMN) in the  

current Indonesian cabinet 

and predicted will be 

nominated as president 

candidate under Partai 

Demokrat 

8. TV: Trans TV, Trans 7 Chaerul Tanjung (Para 

Group) 

The owner of Carrefour 

Indonesia and among the 

18th richest people in 

Indonesia (Forbes 

Magazine, 2012) 

11. TV: Metro TV, Media 

Indonesia  

Surya Paloh (Media 

Group) 

The Founder of Partai 

Nasdem, the 99th richest 

people in Indonesia (Globe 

Asia 2011)  

12. TV: Jak-TV, the Jakarta 

Globe, Republika 

Radio: Radio One (expected 

5 stations) 

Eric Thohir (Mahaka 

Group) 

The owner of NBA 

basketball club Philadelphia 

76ers, Italian Serie A FC 

Inter Milan, the US Major 

League Soccer D.C. United 

and Persib Bandung FC in 

Indonesian Super League. 

Among the richest people 

in Indonesia.  

Source: Adapted and modified from Purba (2006: 44).  
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The data above illustrate the fact that ten 

national TV stations owned by 

businessman as well as political activist 

concurrently. The details are RCTI, Global 

TV and TPI/MNC TV which under the 

umbrella MNC Group, owned by one 

named Hary Tanoesoedibjo who is the 

former patron member of Partai Nasdem. 

Following his disputes with Partai 

Nasdem, on 17th February 2013, Hary 

announced that he had left Nasdem party 

and joined Hanura party (Hati Nurani 

Rakyat) and sit as vice-patron of the party. 

Previously, Hary enjoy his position in 

Nasdem by argues that “I am optimistic 

about the prospect of the party and I 

believe that Nasdem have a big chance to 

be number one party in the next general 

election (Partai Nasdem 2012). While the 

founder of Partai Nasdem itself, namely 

Surya Paloh occupied Metro TV (Media 

Group) as one of the most famous news 

channel TV station in Indonesia. 

Meanwhile, TV One and ANTV are also 

under control of business network of the 

incumbent chairman of Partai Golkar, Abu 

Rizal Bakrie. Even the business is running 

by his son, one can assume that it will 

bring indirectly a political message of 

Partai Golkar. In Partai Nasdem case for 

instance, the party which had been existing 

for less than a year, the advertisement has 

been more important particularly in Metro 

TV and MNC Group compared to other 

parties. According to Jakarta based 

institute, Lembaga Survei Indonesia or 

Indonesian Survey Institute (LSI) Partai 

Nasdem is one of the most popular 

political parties in the recent survey 

(Waspada Online 2012). Some comments 

have argued that the achievement of Partai 

Nasdem was largely due to the 

advertisement trough the media regularly 

minute by minute along with various 

versions and character such as workers 

version, student version, train officer 

version, security guard version, and young 

executive (Waspada Online 2012).  

  

The acquisition of media companies by 

businessman and politicians will indirectly 

influence the news content. Obviously “the 

content tends to support their ideology and 

interest (Purba 2006, 44). Another blatant 

example is the emergence of anti-Malaysia 

sentiment in the contemporary bilateral 

relations. According to Des Alwi, who was 

the key figure in Indonesia-Malaysia peace 

process in the post confrontation, “some 

issues became more complicated because 

have blown up by pragmatic TV stations in 

order to gain an advantage (Othman et.al. 

2009, xv-xvii). Meanwhile Sam-el Ladh 

(2009) argues that “the Ambalat case “has 

been taken over” by mass media so that it 

brought about the spread of tension and 

made angry many Indonesian people and 

stimulated the raise of anti-Malaysia 

sentiment along with “Ganyang Malaysia” 

or “Crush Malaysia” slogan. It was also 

admitted by Malaysia Foreign Minister at 

that time, Syed Hamid Albar that the 

tension between Indonesia and Malaysia 

was due to the propaganda by national 

media (Gatra 2005). The “political 

interference” in the Ambalat case through 

mass media was very likely. Because, 

according to Schofield and Storey “…the 

media has been swift to latch on to the 

dispute as a vehicle to promote patriotic 

fervour, which has served government 

interests by distracting public attention 
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from the controversial and unpopular fuel 

price hikes, averaging 29 percent, 

implemented from March 1, 2005. In a 

sense, therefore, Ambalat has proved a 

useful pressure valve for the government 

from domestic concerns (Schofield and 

Storey 2005). Hence, the raise of anti-

Malaysia sentiment was very upsetting 

because the media have jeopardized the 

harmonious relationship between 

Indonesian and Malaysian. Some 

Malaysian scholars argued that “we 

unconsciously have been given too many 

negative images in the relationship 

between the two nations. While at the 

same time, the relations between the two 

countries were actually very close in 

several areas such as cultural relations, 

economics, sports, etc.” (Dollah and 

Mohamad 2007). 

 

The recent trend of media publication 

notably television is the rapid of 

infotainment programme. The gossip news 

was more popular and interesting to the 

audience than news report. Furthermore, 

the unqualified programme like gossip to 

mystic became more dominant in the 

screen than education programmes 

(Republika 2012). It indicates that mass 

media have manipulated and abused 

people in the pursuit of particular interest. 

Moreover, the concept of “bad news is 

good news” seems to have become a new 

paradigm among mass media in Indonesia. 

The gossip which is basically a matter of 

personal intimacy does not deserve to be 

published, whereas the most urgent issues 

for the society are marginalized 

(Republika2012). This was in total 

contradiction with the ethics of the media 

based on the principle that their 

publications should be idealist, 

independent and put forward smart ideas 

in order to educate people. This idealistic 

vision of the media's roles is crucial to the 

society since they can foster critical 

audience and critical listener, independent 

and critical thinking (Dahlan 2011, 399). 

 

Unfortunately, many media leaders are 

still framed by business tradition namely 

applying market logic in the publication 

industries. In doing so, journalism is 

reduced to an economic machine with its 

main goal being the increase in profits. 

Economic pragmatism forced mass media 

to adopt a “short-cut” way in order to fill 

the demand of media management (Dahlan 

2011, 400). Consequently, the 

management of television and electronic 

media has forced to increase the rating of 

the news product to improve the 

company’s profit. While the management 

team of printed media are making every 

endeavour to make “advertisement space” 

to those who will advertise his products 

(2011: 401). According to Dahlan not just 

journalist who should learn journalism 

ethics, but also the owners and share 

holders of the media institution also has to 

learn the ethics. It is very crucial to make a 

synergy between needs and interests, 

demand and supply in order to protect civil 

rights in getting the quality and honest 

information (2011: 407).  

 

Finally, the freedom of press policy after 

the reformasi era was exploited by Islamic 

radical groups to infiltrate Indonesian 

Muslim society. The radicalisation of 

publication by some Islamic 

fundamentalist groups became a threat 

especially to the Islamic society in 

Indonesia. In fact, they represent not only 

a threat to Islamic society which is 



Ali Maksum| The Free Press in Indonesia as Human Security?: A Preliminary Analysis 

Andalas Journal of International Studies|Vol 3 No 1 Mei Tahun 2014 13 

 

committed to implementing moderate 

Islam, but this also jeopardizes Indonesian 

national sovereignty in general (please see 

Abdurrahman Wahid et.al. 2009). A 

research reports that the publisher of 

“Islamic books” was collaborated with 

such organizations for example Penerbit 

Pustaka At-Taqwa (owned by Abu Salma, 

a Salafi
1
; Penerbit Darul Falah owned by 

Amirul Mukminin (leader), a former NII 

(Negara Islam Indonesia, Indonesia 

Islamic State) KW 9 member and currently 

a Salafi; Rabbani Pers suspected has close 

relations withPartai Keadilan Sejahtera 

(PKS) and has published Tarbiyah 

Islamiyah Module and Marhalah Module 

for trainee and teacher (murabbi) in the 

PKS recruitment (Zada 2011, 13). 

 

Khamami Zada (2011) remarks that “in the 

late five years, hundreds of Islamic 

publisher regularly active to participate in 

Islamic Book Fair. Dozens of them also 

regularly publish the Islamic radical 

books. Among them is Penerbit Jazeerah 

Solo which has made a controversial 

publication Aku Melawan Teroris or I 

Challenge the Terrorist (published in 

2005) by the author Imam Samudra, who 

is a perpetrator of the series of bombing 

activities in Indonesia including Bali 

Bombing in 2002. This book has been 

reprinted five times and at least around 

four thousand copies sold out. Afterwards, 

Jazeera publication regularly active to 

publish books written by some Al-Qaeda 

activists such as Aiman Al-Zawahiri, an 

intellectual allegedly close to Osama Bin 

Laden, and Syekh Abu Mush’ab Az-

                                                 
1
For further discussion about Salafi’s motivation 

please see Assaf Moghadam (2008/9); history of 
Salafi/Wahabi movement please see Abdurrahman 
Wahid (2009); Jamhari and Jahroni Jajang (2004). 

Zarqawi, Amir Tandzim Al-Qaeda, Iraq 

(2011:16). According to Khamami Zada 

(2011) the political changes after the 

reformasi has transformed the trend of 

Islamic publication and this at odds with 

the trends of New Order era. The 

radicalization of Islamic publication was 

camouflage under the Jihad agenda against 

tyrant and authoritarian government which 

does not implement Islamic Law called 

Shari’ah.  

 

Conclusion  

 

This paper concluded that irresponsible 

media as a part of the area of human 

security studies. Indeed media which have 

been increasingly occupied by 

businessman, politicians and interest 

groups have indirectly marginalized civil 

rights while developing a tendency to be 

more profit-oriented. The society has lost 

their rights to gain truth, honesty and 

responsible information. The evidence has 

shown that some information was 

manipulated in order to gain political 

advantages. Unconsciously, the society has 

been forced to receive and consume the 

information which allegedly has been 

“manipulated” by such interest groups. 

Moreover, the impact of increasing 

freedom of the media has been exploited 

by radical groups preaching Islamic 

radicalism through their publications. In 

general, the society did not obtain 

responsible and objective information yet, 

because of the businessman, politicians 

and interest groups controlling the media.  
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